
MISSION STATEMENT
Barry County Community Mental Health Authority will provide

accessible, affordable, confidential, and quality behavioral
health services focused on prevention, treatment,and rehabilitation.

BCCMHA is here to provide services and assistance
to the men and women who have served our country
and strives to understand the unique issues each is

facing and give support where needed.
Our team assists veterans in obtaining treatment,
linking to community resources and connecting

with the local veteran’s administration. 

BCCMHA is a recipient of United Way funding 
for Substance Abuse Prevention Services.

United Way allocations will be utilized to provide 
quality school-based prevention services,

as  well as programming for youth and parents 
in our community.

BCCMHA
VISION STATEMENT

Believing in Recovery

Connecting with Community

Combating Stigma

Making a Difference
Helping those in Need

Aspiring to be the Best
Barry County United Way

& Volunteer Center
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Community Mental Health Authority

Board of Directors
Dr. Robert Becker, Ed.D., Chair;
William Mattson, Vice-Chair;

Duane Secord, Treasurer;
Don Bowers; Ruth Perino; Theresa Moody;

Mark Doster; Linda Maupin; Kristen Laubaugh;
Mark Bonsignore; Robert (Scot) Miller

Board of Directors meetings for BCCMHA
take place on the second Thursday of

each month beginning at 8:00 a.m
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Dear Community Partners:
The focus throughout the past year at Barry County Community Mental Health Authority (BCCMHA) has been 

to create more opportunities for individuals to access services and to further integrate physical health and 
behavioral health services for individuals receiving services.  

The avenue in which BCCMHA has achieved the aforementioned goals has been through the continual 
implementation of the Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic Expansion (CCBHC-e) grant.  This federal 
grant has allowed BCCMHA to expand services beyond the mandate of those with a severe and persistent mental 
illness to now include individuals with a Mild or Moderate condition.   BCCMHA was also able expand services 
through the implementation of an Assertive Community Treatment Team (ACT).   ACT is a mobile team that provides 
comprehensive treatment and support for adults with serious mental illness twenty-four hours a day, seven days 
a week.  

Integration was expanded via the hiring of a nurse care manager and a care coordinator.  These two positions provided primary care screenings, management 
of health conditions and collaboration/coordination with other health care providers through the year.  

With these two initiatives, BCCMHA has seen great growth in individuals receiving integrative care and a huge spike in individuals requesting services.  BCCMHA 
remains committed to providing care in a holistic manner.   Therefore, this past year BCCMHA also worked to increase social determinates of health factors (such 
as employment or housing) for those receiving services.  Our goal remains to treat the whole person and assists them on their path to recovery.  We look forward to 
continuing this important work with all of you.   

                                                                                                                                    Sincerely,  Richard S. Thiemkey – Executive Director

Barry County Community Mental Health Authority 
has a service that is helping youth in the community 
gain independence. Children Community Living 
Supports (CLS) is a program that provides assistance 
to families in the care of their child by facilitating 
the child’s independence and integration into the 
community. This service provides skill development 
related to activities of daily living (bathing, eating, 
dressing, personal hygiene, household chores 
and safety skills), achieve or maintain mobility, 
sensory-motor, communication, socialization 
and relationship-building skills, and participation 
in leisure and community activities. This service 
provides extra assistance to individuals that are not 
gaining these skills at the same rate as their peers. 
It might be that additional assistance is needed 
to teach the skills to clean their room, or to help 
learn how to follow a recipe when cooking. These 
supports are provided directly to, or on the behalf 
of, the child. These services are provided in the 
child’s home and may be provided in community 
settings when integration into the community is an 
identified goal. These services are not intended to 
take the place of services provided in school or 
other settings. CLS cannot be used in place of the 
primary caregiver role, but rather to focus on skill 
development in the mentioned areas. Youth with 
Medicaid are eligible for this service. CLS services 
are not meant to provide a break, babysitting, or 
provide companionship to clients and/or their 
family but rather to provide targeted skills training 
and personal assistance to help increase a child’s 
level of independence in their home and their 
community.  For more information on this service 
please contact BCCMHA at (269) 948-8041 • TTY-
711 MRC

BCCMHA 2022 Stats:
Clients served:  1,452

Fiscal year revenues:  $14,636,065

Fiscal year expenses: $14,608,759
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Just Say “As advertised in the Reminder” Hastings Saturday, May 18, 2023

BCCMHA continues to expand its array of youth-driven, 
family-guided services.  Youth Peer Support and 
Parent Support Partner are two innovative Medicaid 
Specialty services offered at BCCMHA.  Both services 
are peer-led so the individuals providing the service 
have the unique quality of lived experience.  Lived 
experience provides a unique bond that is not often 
found with service providers and offers individuals 
hope and empowerment.

Youth Peer Support
Youth Peer Support (YPS) services are now available 
to youth aged 16 – 26, depending on developmental 
and life stage needs.  The State of Michigan began 
providing YPS in 2015 and BCCMHA is excited to offer 
this innovative Medicaid Specialty service.   YPS is 
designed to support young people in navigating 
having a behavioral health diagnosis through self-
empowerment, skill-building, relationship-building, 
self-advocacy and problem-solving.  YPS is provided 
by trained Youth Peer Support Specialist (YPSS) – a 
young adult between the ages of 18 and 26 with 
lived experience with mental illness and navigation 
through the CMH system.  YPSS participate in training, 
supervision, and ongoing education through the State 
of Michigan to maintain their certification. 

The YPSS utilizes their lived experience to build hope, 
reduce stigma, and provide individualized support 
to persons served.  YPS aids in reducing the stigma 
associated with mental health and decreases feelings 
of isolation and shame. Through sharing parts of their 
own mental health journey, the YPSS normalizes the 
experience of having a behavioral health diagnosis 
and assists in building confidence, assuring youth 
served have the necessary skills to improve their 
overall functioning and quality of life.  

BCCMHA Youth Peer Support Specialist
Maggie Burmania

BCCMHA is excited to have Mag-
gie as our first Youth Peer Support 
Specialist.  Maggie was born and 
raised in Barry County, and was
involved in a variety of community-
based extracurricular activities 
throughout her education at Thorn-
apple Kellogg Schools. Maggie 

earned her Associate of Arts degree from Grand Rap-
ids Community College and intends to pursue be-
coming a Licensed Master Social Worker.  In addition 
to being a Youth Peer Support Specialist, she is a be-
havior technician in the autism and youth community 
living skills programs.

Parent Support Partner
Parent Support Partner (PSP) services are available 
to parents of youth receiving services at BCCMHA for 
serious emotional disturbance (SED) or intellectual/
developmental delay (IDD) including autism.  PSP 
services are designed to support and empower 
families in parenting children with special needs.  A 
PSP has first-hand experience raising a child with 
behavioral health diagnoses and in navigating the 
involved public service agencies.  PSPs are trained, 
certified professionals who participate in ongoing 
education through the State of Michigan to maintain 
their certification.

A PSP assists the family in navigating the mental 
health treatment process while providing hope, 
education and support through sharing their own 
lived experience.  This shared perspective is a building 
block to empowerment and in the development 
of sustainable natural support networks.  PSPs assist 
parenting in gaining competence and confidence in 
their ability to parent a child with special needs and in 
advocacy and accessing available resources.

BCCMHA Parent Support Partner
Mandy Dutter

BCCMHA is proud to have Mandy 
as our Parent Support Partner.  Prior 
to her time at BCCMHA, Mandy 
spent multiple years working in Early 
Childhood Special Education with 
the Caledonia Public Schools.  As 
a parent of a special needs son, 
Mandy has the lived experience 
to relate with other parents and 

help them to find their voice.  Mandy is passionate 
about helping other families connect with available 
resources and gain skills to advocate for their children.  
In her spare time, Mandy is an avid hiker, gardens, 
and pig owner.

Our children’s 
CLS team:
From left to 
right –
Jason Hall, 
Mindy Smith,
Maggie 
Burmania

CHILDREN’S COMMUNITY LIVING
SUPPORT SERVICES
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